Sociology 528. Conflict and the Nation-State
Winter 2009

Class Meets: T 2:00 —4:25
Malott 406

Instructor: David Strang
350 Uris Hall
ds20@cornell.edu

The nation-state developed out of military compatitvithin Europe and the rise of and
response to colonial empires in the America, As@ Africa. Conflict is just as virulent
today, as ethnic cleansing and American adventuaisest. We will examine “global
political sociology” both in comparative historidekrms and in terms of fundamental
social processes, with an eye to what they tellamit contemporary issues. Questions
include: Where did the state come from, and wheregoing? When and why do groups
seek to leave polities, through secession or decdton? When and why do states
become imperial powers? How is intra-state and-stiée conflict conditioned by the
changing content of nationality and citizenshipbgll institutions, and inequalities of
wealth and power?

The seminar requirements are class participationao papers (about 8-12 pages each).
The first paper should examine a conceptual isstied literature, and is due the week of
March 9. The second should suggest a researchnd@sid is due in the last class
meeting, April 28. The two papers and class pgaiton each make up one-third of the
course grade.

Jan 20 Organizational & Introductory Meeting

Jan 27 Visions of the State

Samuel Huntington, “Political modernization: Amexies Europe.World Politics18
(1966): 559-91.

Ann Shola Orloff and Theda Skocpol, “Why not eqoiatection? Explaining the politics
of public social spending in Britain, 1900-1911 dhd United States, 1880s-1920.”
American Sociological Revie#® (1984): 726-50.

James C. Scotgeeing like a State. Yale University Press, 1998. Ch 2.

Max Weber Economy and Society, 48-56.



Feb 3 Visions of the State System

John W. Meyer, “The world polity and the authowtiythe nation-state.” Pp 109-37 in A.
Bergesen, edStudies of the Modern World System. Academic, 1980.

Charles Tilly,Coercion, Capital, and European States, AD 990-1992. Ch 6: “The
European State System”

Immanuel Wallerstein, “The rise and future demitthe world capitalist system:

concepts for comparative analysi€&mparative Studies in Society and Histb6y
(1974): 387-415.

Feb 10 States make War

Robert A. Hanneman, Randall Collins and Gabrieled¥|dDiscovering theory
dynamics by computer simulation: experiments otedegitimacy and imperialist
capitalism.”Sociological Methodolog®25 (1995): 1-46.

William McNeill, The Pursuit of Power, Ch 8: “Intensified Military-Industrial
Interaction, 1884-1914.”

Charles Tilly, ‘War making and state making as aiged crime.” Pp. 169-191 in P.
Evans, D. Rueschmeyer and T. Skocpol, Bdsjging the State Back In. Cambridge,
1985.

Feb 17 States make Citizens

Boli-Bennett, John and John W. Meyer, “The ideolof¢ghildhood and the state: rules
distinguishing children in national constitutiod870-1970.”American Sociological
Review43 (1978): 797-812.

Foucault, MichelDiscipline and Punish. Part I, Ch 1 and Part Ill, Ch 1.

Janice E. Thomson, “State practices, internationains and the decline of mercenaries.”
International Studies Quarterig4 (1990): 23-47.

Feb 24 Social Revolutions

Jack Goldstone and Bert Useem, “Prison riots asam@eolutions: an extension of state-
centered theories of revolutiorAmerican Journal of Sociology04 (1999): 985-1029.

Barrington MooreSocial Origins of Dictator ship and Democracy. Chs 7, 8.

Theda SkocpolStates and Social Revolutions. Ch 2.



Mar 3 Imperialism

Jeffry Frieden, “The economics of intervention: Aman overseas investments and
relations with underdeveloped areas, 1890-1960rhparative Studies in Society and
History 31 (1989): 55-80.

J.A. Hobson] mperialism, Allen & Unwin, [1902] 1938. Part I, Chs 1-VI (“EnMeasure
of Imperialism” through “The Economic Taproot ofperialism.”)

Ronald Robinson, “Non-European foundations of Eaawplmperialism: Sketch for a
Theory of Collaboration.” Pp. 117-142 in R. Oweml & Sutcliffe, eds.Studiesin the
Theory of Imperialism. Longman, 1972.

Mar 10 Discussion of ¥ Papers
i Spring Break ......... >
Mar 24 Nationalism

Benedict Andersonmagined Communities. Verso, 1983. Chapters 2, 3.
Ernest GellnerNations and Nationalism. Cornell University Press, Chapters 1-3.
Randy Hodson, Dusko Sekulic, and Garth Massey,itiNat tolerance in the former

Yugoslavia.”American Journal of Sociolod9 (1994): 1534-58.

Mar 31 A Room of One’s Own

Bernard Bailyn,The ldeological Origins of the American Revolution. Harvard
University Press, 1967. Ch V.

Donald Horowitz, “Patterns of ethnic separatis@dmparative Studies in Society and
History 23 (1081): 165-95.

David Strang, “From dependency to sovereignty:\@nthistory analysis of
decolonization 1870-1987American Sociological Reviewb (1990): 846-60.



Apr 7 Democracy and Dictatorship

Valerie Bunce and Sharon Wolchick, “Bringing dowatators: the diffusion of
democratic change in communist and post-communisifte and Eurasia.” Working
paper, Mario Einaudi Center for International Sésdi

Michael Mann,The Dark Side of Democracy. Cambridge. Chs 1 and 3.

Whitehead, Laurence “The Imposition of Democra®p’ 356-82 (Ch 13) in A.F.
Lowenthal, ed.Exporting Democracy: The United Statesand L atin America.

Apr 14 International diffusion

Frank, David J., Bayliss Camp, and Steven A. BaartchWorldwide trends in the
criminal regulation of sex, 1945-2005.” Working papUniversity of California Irvine.

Jason Kaufman and Orlando Patterson, “Cross-natooftaral diffusion: the global
spread of cricket. American Sociological Reviewd (2005): 82-110.

Lee, Chang Kil and David Strang, “The internatiodiffiusion of public sector

downsizing: network emulation and theory-driverriéag.” International Organization
60 (2006): 883-909.

Apr 21 Late Hegemony and the American System

Hafner-Burton, Emilie and Kiyoteri Tsutsui, “Humaghts in a globalizing world: the
paradox of empty promisesfimerican Journal of Sociologyl0 (2005): 373-1411.

David A. Lake, “Escape from the state of natureharity and hierarchy in world
politics.” International Security82 (2007): 47-74.

Daniel Lynch, “Envisioning China: elite responseslemocracy as a global constitutive
norm.” International Studies Quarterlyl (2007): 701-22.

Apr 28 Discussion of ® Papers




